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__________:  I have the great pleasure of introducing our next speaker who is Tim Reid.  As 

Chip explained to you earlier, Tim has had a varied career in American theater and in 
television, particularly, so you can read all about that. I want to tell you something that I 
know about Tim.  I got to have dinner with him at an event and he was telling me about 
going to Africa and telling this story of people there and how that is what he has 
dedicated his life to, is kind of telling stories, being a storyteller, communicating 
people’s messages, their struggles, and their journeys to freedom to the world and so 
that’s something that I really proud to have the honor to introduce him today.   

 
 Tim is going to speak to you about the road to reconciliation which is something 
that a lot of you communicated to us as being very very important.  What is the step that 
the United States has taken to try to include more and more of our population in that 
ideal that Secretary Eagleburger was talking—all men are created equal, so with that I 
leave it to Tim to tell you his story. 

 
TIM REID:  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  And welcome.  Have long have you been 

here now?  Three days.  Jet lag wearing off?  Well, welcome to the U.S. and, of course, 
welcome to Virginia.   

 
 You’re probably wondering when you look at subject, “Images of Oppression and 
Reconciliation,” you’re probably wondering how did I get to be so lucky to be the one to 
talk to you about that.  I’m here for a couple of reasons.  One of them is because, quite 
frankly, I’m on television.  I have had the blessing and fortune of being on American 
television now for close to 35 years coming into the homes of America in various 
characters on various programs.  I’m really not what we would consider a big star by any 
stretch of the imagination.  I’m more of a—  I don’t know—you would look at me and 
think of my career, you would think I’m more like a pimple that comes on your face.  It 
goes away and just about every time you think you’re cleared of it, it pops back up 
again, but being in television has a lot to do with my being here because now this is my 
40th year in entertainment, I have learned an awful lot about this fast-growing media 
empire that’s spreading across the world like a virus. 
 
 Also, I was born and raised in Virginia, not too far from here.  As a matter of fact, I 
lived for 16 years in Charlottesville, Virginia at a farm not too far from here until last 
year.  I still own land here, but before we can go on to reconciliation and before I talk 
more about images, we must talk a little bit about oppression.  That takes us into the 
history of the U.S. and more importantly, the history of Virginia.  I was born to very 
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humble beginnings.  I can trace my roots back through slavery from Angola and Africa 
to a small farming community about two hours from here by car to a place called 
Whaleyville, Virginia.  It gives you some idea, just by the name that that’s not a big city.  
My family, my great-great-grandfather was a sharecropper on the same land that his 
father and he was born a slave on not too far from here and after emancipation, my 
family like so many blacks who were former slaves at that time did not have the 
information or the education or the means economically to leave these communities in 
which they had been for generations slaves, so they stayed on in many of these areas in 
Virginia and throughout the south as what has become known as sharecroppers just in 
order to have a place to stay and food to feed their families and that’s what happened to 
my family.  We were very poor.  I often say sometimes that we were so poor we couldn’t 
afford but two letters “po.”  We were just “po.”   
 
 I am the first member, immediate member of my family to graduate from high 
school, let alone college.  My grandmother who raised me didn’t even go to school.  She 
dropped out around the 4th, 5th grade, to go work in the fields and had my father when 
she was 14 so I say that to let you know that I come from very humble beginnings. 
 
 When we talk about the journey from oppression to reconciliation and how the 
powers of images can assist as well as interfere with that journey and all that I have 
witnessed in my now over 60 years of being on this planet, nothing in my life prepared 
me for what happened last year during the election in which we elected the first black 
president.  Anyone who tells you that they could see that coming would be lying.  I 
never thought in my lifetime that I would see that based on the history in which I grew 
up in this state and in this country.  How could that have happened?  How could people 
with very humble beginnings go from a cotton field into the White House?  It is an 
amazing amazing journey.  In my lifetime, I have gone from not being able to vote in 
this state, not being able to drink from a white water fountain in this state, to voting in 
this state for the first black governor in the history of the United States and then voting 
for then what would become the first black president, so the road to reconciliation is an 
amazing one for people such as myself and it also is a show of how amazing it is or how 
amazingly it happens where democracy reigns.   
 
 When people are truly free to pursue life, liberty and happiness, incredible things 
happen.  They go from cotton fields to the White House.  They go from slave ships to 
spaceships.  These are some of the first black astronauts ever to go up in space, so when 
you think about that timeframe, the short timeframe, shorter than the existence of your 
country which predates us, we’ve gone from that to outer space.  It is an amazing 
amazing thing. 
 
 I would have to say that in the area of reconciliation, when you think about the 
accomplishments of African Americans in this country, it really shows you and gives 
you an example of the best of what people can do under a true democracy.  My only 
question is to Virginia why did it take so long.  As many of us say of African descent, 
we came off the boat ready and without us, well, let’s just say things would have turned 
out awfully different. 
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 As a matter of fact, when you look at this picture of Jamestown—this is the early 
settlement of Jamestown—the Virginia Company that founded Jamestown was not 
successful.  As a matter of fact, that Company went bankrupt.  It could not survive in 
this new country that it had claimed.  However, they did lay the seeds that became 
America and in 1619, about 1,400 immigrants from England populated Virginia and 
struggled to try and export wheat and other labor-intensive plants—tobacco—back to 
England.  It was also in 1619 that 20 black Africans were purchased from a passing 
Portuguese slave ship en route from Africa.  This sale began America’s involvement in 
the transatlantic slave trade, twenty blacks on a slave ship owned by Portuguese.  
Incidentally, at about that same time, you may know that the Portuguese were also 
struggling to keep control of Sri Lanka and make their fortune off the backs of Sri 
Lankan slaves.  It’s amazing for such a small country as Portugal, they were very busy. 
 
 Upon the backs of millions of enslaved Africans, America built its wealth and its 
prosperity.  Tobacco, cotton, wheat, and other intensive industries flourished.  While the 
economy of America was booming, a new government was being formed creating a new 
order of civil liberties and basic rights and out of this came what I’m sure you have been 
discussing—the Declaration of Independence.  However, these ideas and ideals did not 
include its new arrivals from Africa.  The new government’s sanctioned denial of basic 
liberties to people of African descent would exist for several hundred years among the 
four countries that participated and prospered during the transatlantic slave trade and, of 
course, those countries would be the Dutch, the English, the Spanish, and the 
Portuguese.  It kind of makes you rethink France, doesn’t it?   
 
 This was not the first time that nations had built their prosperity and wealth on the 
backs of enslaved people.  We all know from our history that the builders of the 
pyramids were slaves. The Great Wall of China was built by slaves.  Other incredible 
feats and wonders were built on the backs of slaves and the welfare and civil liberties of 
those slaves were sacrificed.  However, we know that throughout history some 
persecuted groups somehow managed to maintain a few basic rights. 
 
 When Jews were put into slavery, a couple of things happened.  First of all, they 
were allowed to keep a few basic civil liberties including the right to maintain their 
language, their culture and practice their religion.  It was the Portuguese followed by the 
Spanish and English who made the decision that an entire continent of people would be 
designated as subhuman, whose value was only that of a tool of labor.  This concept was 
unique and met with little resistance from the “civilized world.”  Think about it—from 
1619 up until 1865 and the ratification of the Emancipation Proclamation, it was against 
the law in America for a black person to speak their native tongue, to read, write, or 
practice their native religion and, in fact, they were stripped of their natural culture and 
their soul’s essence.  These simple basic rights were outlawed by law.  Anyone caught 
teaching a black person to read or write could be persecuted by law.  Things had to 
change. 
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 Things were changing very rapidly.  During this period known in our history as 
Reconstruction, there were 16 blacks who served in the United States Congress between 
the years of 1869 and 1877.  Scores of blacks won elections to seats in state government 
throughout the south.  Reconstruction brought about a period of growth and prosperity 
that left black America with the feeling that their promised land of civil liberties and 
justice and equality was in sight.  It was an illusion.  The cost of rebuilding the country 
and the bitterness left in the hearts of many of the defeated southerners drove America 
into a financial depression and saw the erosion of the newly-won basic civil rights 
granted by emancipation.  This brings together the power of images as a tool of 
oppression. 
 
 In 1891, right after the people are coming out of depression, a great inventor by the 
name of Thomas Edison invented a machine that showed moving pictures.  The world 
now has one of the most dangerous and powerful tools ever created by man.  With this 
tool, now man was able to sort of create a cluster of moving pictures that were so 
powerful by way of this machine that it could create a perception about whatever it 
chose to speak about in a way that would move the masses.   
\ 
 In 1905, a man by the name of Thomas Dixon, a writer, preacher, a lawyer, wrote a 
book.  As a matter of fact, if you walk across the Lawn over here and go down into the 
archives of the library, you will see on display there a copy of this book written by 
Thomas Dixon.  The book was called The Clansman.  It sold, and you’ve got to think 
about the time—1905—five million copies.  Today it would be a bestseller.  It also sold 
a few million copies around the world.  It was translated into several languages.  Dixon 
was a devout racist.  He preached that giving equal rights to blacks was a sin unto God.  
It was through this book that the power of the media began to work against blacks in 
ways that had never been seen before and fueled the movement that once again helped to 
destroy the basic civil liberties of millions of free blacks.   
 
 In 1915, a gentleman by the name of D.W. Griffith who was also a devout racist, 
would release a film based on Dixon’s book, The Clansman.  It was called “The Birth of 
a Nation.”  This propaganda of moving pictures is considered the first modern epic in the 
history of moving pictures.  I’ll just show you just a little bit about this movie.  It’s silent 
up to a point and then the sound will come up.  That scene and the scene I’m going to 
point out I want you to keep in mind.  This scene here, this is supposed to be the United 
States Congress and you can see that the blacks, what they’re interested in at that time is 
picking their toes and eating chicken.  Everyone else in this film is a white man in what 
we call black face.  He’s been painted to look black as this gentleman here is.  [audio 
from “The Birth of a Nation”]  And then riding in to save humanity from the subhuman 
people in America came the Klan.  Again, this was based on the book by Thomas Dixon.   
 
 This movie was so negative in its depiction of blacks that it caused riots in theaters 
across America.  Lynchings of blacks increased in numbers never before witnessed.  The 
first year that this movie was released, over 200 black Americans were lynched 
following the release of this movie.  This movie stayed in the theaters around America 
and the rest of the world running for over 20 years. This one movie alone with other 
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negative images in the media so damaged the culture and soul of black America that it 
took almost 50 years to recover and gain basic civil liberties. 
 
 An interesting thing about the movie for me is that as I said, the movie was 
predominantly—  the actors were all white with the exception of two scenes and the 
scenes were the dancing scene where they got a few blacks and paid them and they 
agreed to dance on camera and the scene that was supposed to be the United States 
Congress.  Now I had just before mentioned to you that in reality at that time, there were 
16 blacks right after Reconstruction who served in the United States Congress, 
honorably elected, but in that scene in 1915 when they supposedly showed you what was 
happening when blacks were in Congress, what were they doing.  The images were so 
negative and so artificial but yet the perception of the buffoonery of black America 
stayed with the image of black America for many many years based on the power of, 
again, these moving images. 
 
 A term that came out of that—  Well, actually it was around before then, but really 
was brought to heart.  Many black people were very upset not only at the movie but for 
the black people who did the movie.  Many of them didn’t know what they were doing.  
Somebody came to them.  They were out of work.  These were tough time.  World War 
was  kicking up.  Do you want to make some money and be in this movie and they 
agreed to do it, but they were labeled Uncle Tom’s, nonetheless.  I understand you have 
a familiarity with that term in your culture, but in our culture it certainly has the same 
sort of negative.  It was a term given to any black who would in a sense go against the 
cultural aims of the people or the community and he was, of course, ostracized and the 
term has stuck with us as term of disrespect since that time. 
 
 As I said, it took 50 years for us to recover.  [audio playing]  It is amazing when you 
listen to something like that and realize that’s in my lifetime and yet we now have a 
black president. Again, it really shows what can be accomplished in a democracy when 
people are given the right to pursue happiness and justice and liberty.  It is an amazing 
story in my life to have lived through it and seen this, but the one thing that we are 
learning or have learned from that history is that it is almost impossible to gain civil 
liberties if you don’t have a means to communicate or influence the masses.  Without 
access and an understanding of media, power is useless in a sense.  It is difficult to affect 
your goal.  How do you ease the fears of those who know nothing about your true nature, 
your culture, if you don’t have some access to media.  Most people at that time didn’t 
know what life was like for black Americans, how I lived, how my family lived.  I’ll 
show you one other clip here to give you some idea of what was going on in America.  
[audio]  
 
 This is the era in which I grew up right here in the state of Virginia, but during that 
time as a young kid in school, segregated schools in the mid to late ’50s, we could sense 
a change.  We could sense not so much in Virginia or the U.S. but within our 
communities I remember feeling that something was happening, that there was a 
movement afoot.  It began in our churches.  It began in our schools where we would talk.  
You could get a sense that within the people of America, black people of America in 
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particular, in these small communities, there was a fire within the soul that was heated 
up.  People wanted to be free.  It was time for us to get on the road to reconciliation, so 
armed with the gains made through education, economic growth and cultural unity, 
blacks were now prepared to meet their destiny.  The civil rights era was to begin and 
thanks to the media, the story of our struggle was brought into the homes of America 
with the evening news; night after night images of people showing courage in the face of 
hatred filled our television screens.  The American people were forced to rethink their 
notion of race relations.  The process of reconciliation had begun and now over 50 years 
later, we have a president that was elected not because of his color but because of the 
content of his character and I might add, a president who really understood the power of 
the media to change and shape opinion.   
 
 Anyone today in any country in the world who wants to be elected to office or 
successfully launch a movement or cause must understand and use the media to deliver 
their message.  Now, I’m not sure if this is good for democracy but I am sure that it’s 
here to stay. 
 
 There were times that I really didn’t understand my personal relationship with the 
concept of democracy growing up here in Virginia.  As a young kid attending the 
segregated schools in Virginia, I had a difficult time trying to understand how most of 
the men who drafted the Declaration of Independence, how they in turn could be slave-
owners.  It has taken me a long time to reconcile that notion.  Our democratic state is 
founded upon the truth—all men are created equal, so what did the slave owners mean 
by that claim when they made it.  I mean, what did they mean really?  I mean, over the 
years in this wonderful University I’m sure that many historians have argued in their 
classrooms about the meaning of all men are created equal, especially as it stood in the 
mind of Thomas Jefferson.  A while back I read the writings of a philosopher who 
helped me find some peace with the intent of our Founding Fathers.  According to this 
philosopher, equality can only be derived from uniqueness.  Equality is the principle of 
individuality, according to this philosopher.  We are equal because each brings a specific 
calling into the world.  Each of us carries a unique genius.  Democracy rests, therefore, 
upon the foundation of our individual souls.  Our souls demand freedom of pursuit and 
this freedom cannot be guaranteed by a society or a government for if opportunities for 
freedom are decreed by society, then society has a superior power and freedom becomes 
subjective and subject to society’s authority.  Black or white, Sri Lankan or African, 
when people realize that freedom is borne within the soul of the individual, then and 
only then will democracy truly function as an instrument of the people. 
 
 I understand that this a group that loves to ask questions, so hopefully I have 
challenged or caused you to want to ask me a few questions about my experience and I 
speak from a personal level more so than an academic one.  My degree is in economics 
and marketing, so not history.  I’m only telling you from an experience based on my 
education here in Virginia.  Any questions? 

 
__________:  __________ 
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TIM REID:  Well, I don’t know that there was a plan.  I think it was an issue of a problem 
that was at various times throughout our history argued and eventually had to be dealt 
with.  I mean, during the Declaration of Independence and the drafts, there was language 
that dealt with the issue of slavery.  The Founding Fathers argued a bit but, of course, 
they saw that and felt that the masses would be better suited to ignore that issue and, of 
course, the image—  Again, that’s why I was so eager just to keep the idea of the image 
before you.  It was the image of what a black slave was to the masses that allowed them, 
Christian people, to accept a system that was one of the most draconian systems ever 
created by humankind—slavery.  So how do you—  I guess that’s the argument I’ve had 
over my life—how do you make peace with that?  So I don’t know that the government 
at that time—   

 
  From what I have read about Virginia history and it was mandatory in our school 

system in a book called The Commonwealth what I was able to glean from the 
information that prior to our independence in 1776, there were—  the concept of slavery 
of was very different than what it became after that and, of course, before and after the 
Civil War.  There were white slaves in Virginia, a great deal of them in the early times 
and a man could buy his freedom by working off.  There were freed blacks.  Some freed 
blacks who owned slaves, by the way, so the concept of slavery and indentured servitude 
prior to the fight for independence was a bit different.  It grew into, of course, it was 
certainly influenced by the other countries that profited from the transatlantic slave trade 
but after our independence, there was a fear in this country of the gains by black 
Americans as a group—   

 
  You’ve got to remember—at the end of the Civil War, I think there were about 4½ 

million black Americans in this country.  I think it was the largest single ethnic group in 
America at that time, so a government had to, knowing the history of how these people 
were treated, I think they were a little nervous at perhaps how this newfound freedom 
would affect.  The reason that there were so many blacks elected into government during 
Reconstruction wasn’t because the government was so eager to have blacks.  It was 
because in the south where most of them came from, white Americans were not allowed 
to vote unless they signed a loyalty oath and if you have someone who fought and felt 
that their rights had been transgressed upon because of losing the war, many of them did 
not sign the loyalty oath.  They thought it was an insult, so blacks had a party voting.  
They controlled the voting rolls in many small communities throughout.  That’s how so 
many blacks—  It wasn’t that white America decided in the south, oh, let’s just forget 
the Civil War and vote for black people.  That wasn’t the reason at all.   

 
  It was more of a political—  It’s a wonderful thing about government.  Sometimes 

government fools itself.  I mean, laws are laws and the wonderful thing, again, about a 
democracy is that some point the law will be challenged and will have to rest of the truth 
of the law and that’s how the civil rights era was able to rise and be successful.  It was 
because when it came down to what the Founding Fathers really meant, the law was 
honored.  Brown v. Board of Education, the law was meant.  The Supreme Court said 
this is the law of the land so the law under democracy is I see it as a thing that saves us 
all.  When a man will not allow his soul to do what it should do. 

 7



 
__________:  __________ 
 
TIM REID:  Oh, no.  I would say it like a white person.  [laughter] 
 
__________:  __________ 
 
TIM REID:  Yes, it was something that I dealt with throughout my life and at times I deal 

with today.  However, getting back to what I said I felt during the ’50s when the 
movement began to catch fire within the black community, there was a spirit that was 
given birth by the oppression that many people faced and that spirit was the will to be 
free.  Regardless of any race when the soul wants to be free, I don’t care where you are, 
you could be on Bird Island off the coast of Capetown, the spirit wants to be free.  It will 
survive its condition.  It will rise up.  In the case of Nelson Mandela, it made him 
president.  You go from prison to president, because the will, the freedom, the soul, the 
power of the soul is just so immense, so, yes, I think that when I look back, it was the 
difficulties that I faced which made it possible for me to survive in a very difficult 
business against all odds.  It wasn’t just sometimes race.  It was sometimes the difficulty 
of the profession I chose.  It is a very difficult business to survive in for anyone, so how 
did I survive?  A lot of it had to do with the lessons learned.   

 
 I was just down in, not too far from here, miles from here, it’s a place—Farmville 
community and because I mentioned Brown v. Board, one of the plaintiffs on one of the 
cases wrapped up in the Brown v. Board—  There was a series of cases, not just one 
cases, took place not too far from here.  Why?  A bunch of students led by a young lady 
decided one day—  I think she was 14 or 15, decided one day that they wanted better 
school systems, not to go to a white school.  They wanted their school to be equal to and 
she began what became the first student movement in the history of American civil 
rights and that case plus a few other cases is what caused the Supreme Court to change 
and make it possible for integration of the school systems to happen in America, 
everywhere but, of course, Virginia for many years.  We were a little slow with that, but 
we catch up.  We’re were slow to start but when we get up, we’re okay with it, but, 
again, it tells you the power of when you—   
 
 Yes, I faced issues of—  I was the first black hired by Dupont, a major corporation 
in this country, right out of college and I was thrust into a world that I knew nothing 
about.  How did I survive graduating from a little small college, black college, called 
Norfolk State, a division of a college?  It wasn’t even a full college.  How did I compete 
against students from MIT, from Georgia Tech, the University of Virginia, I mean, these 
incredible institutions.  How do you compete when you’re thrown in that?  Well, you’d 
be surprised the lessons learned when you’re struggling for your freedom.  You’ll be 
surprised at the courage that you build when you stand up against oppression and 
somehow that translates in other parts of your life.  If you’re successful, it makes you a 
better person.  It gives you, again, what I think our current president has that made him 
so attractive and that is it strengthens one’s character.  A great philosopher said character 
is fate and I think that’s one thing we should be teaching more young people at earlier 
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ages now.  The issue of race I think is on the backburner.  I think that we should be 
talking about is content of character.  If people had a better sense of their character, 
they’d do less damage to humankind.  I don’t think Madoff would’ve swindled so many 
billions of dollars from people if he had had better character so I think it’s about content 
of character. 

 
__________:  __________  

 
TIM REID:  Well, when I did a little research on your country, I saw that you have about 45 

or 50 radio stations, about 15 television networks, is that right?  Some FM, mostly FM 
then some AM.  I don’t know what part of the government or what group controls that 
but you must know that in order to be heard you have to be on that.  There’s no way to 
reach the masses if you don’t control or at least have access to the media and mass 
communication via the Internet.  There would be no President Obama were it not for his 
incredible understanding and his team’s understanding of the power of the multimedia, 
the Internet, raising money, getting his word out.  I mean, you’d go to some of his 
rallies.  I was amazed.  I was with him Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and no one expected but 
a handful—  Not a handful, but at least we’re talking hundreds and you see the people 
that showed up.  How do you get that kind of group together so quickly?  The Internet.  
Emails.  Now we’ve got Twitter.  I refuse to Twitter.  I’m going to take some old ways 
with me.  I’m not going to Twitter, but the media is—  It is a very dangerous tool. 

 
 We had a few years where we kept looking for weapons of mass destruction.  We 
looked in one country mostly but we looked away from where the true weapon of mass 
destruction is and that is the media.  There’s nothing more powerful—  You’re talking 
about a weapon of mass—  How many careers are ruined because of something they said 
on You Tube?  It is a very powerful thing.  I’ve been fortunate enough to be in it for 40 
years and it’s not going away so my theory is you learn as much about it.  You learn how 
to use it.  You learn how to—   
 
 We had a wonderful intellectual and activist and poet and writer who lived among 
us who could’ve been president back at the turn of the century.  His name was W.E.B. 
DuBois who was an incredible philosopher and writer and he said something I’ll never 
forget.  He said all art is propaganda and we have to understand that.  The word 
propaganda because [00:41:48 / __________] has a very negative connotation.  When 
you say propaganda, immediately you think negatively, but propaganda is really what it 
is.  It’s all propaganda.  We want you to buy something.  We want you to feel 
something.  We want you to react to the messages we’re sending you.  Believe me, D.W. 
Griffiths and Dixon had a purpose in mind when they wrote and when they filmed 
whatever it was that they put out there and it wasn’t to—  If they had decided we want to 
bring black America into the arms of America, the masses of America, we want to 
change the image of black America and show them to be an honorable Christian group, 
that movie would have been done differently and the world would be different now, but 
they didn’t choose that.   
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 Some movies have chosen to do that; “Slum Dog Millionaire.”  That one movie has 
probably affected more people around the world in a favorable thought of India, 
Mumbai, than anything to come out of there in a long, long time.  There was a movie 
made—I don’t know if you ever heard of it—called “City of God” from Brazil, the most 
successful film in the history of Brazilian film making.  It is a gangster movie, a bunch 
of kids who sell drugs.  This movie has grossed almost $200 million and it has changed 
the face of filmmaking in Brazil and catapulted people into success.  The power of the 
media—   
 
 We had a show, I don’t know if you ever saw it, on video, called “Miami Vice.”  
Have you ever seen “Miami Vice”?  Well, “Miami Vice” was a cop show that came 
about 15 or 20 years ago now, but prior to “Miami Vice” it was supposed to be—  Well, 
it was shot in Miami, hmmm, “Miami Vice.”  South Beach.  Well, prior to that show 
being made, South Beach was a very unsuccessful community.  The buildings were 
falling apart.  They were faded colors of horrible pastels, little pink flamingos all over 
the place.  It was an ugly community.  It was not making any money.  There was no 
hotel industry there so to speak, no clubs.  Well, the television series, what we call the 
set designer, the people who design the sets and they pick what colors you wear, they 
make the color scheme, so they know that you will be more drawn to certain colors than 
others.  Certain colors will make you feel more at ease, so they design these things.  
Every show that comes on television, I go through this when I sit down and talk, when I 
create shows.  We talk about things like wardrobe.  How do we want them to look?  
How do we want the colors—  I remember one time I did a show at my studio about a 
bar.  The fight for what the walls were to be colored went on for weeks and we got into 
every psychological study you can think of, so these people designed a city that did not 
exist, Miami South Beach.  Well, that city now exists just the way that series produced it 
and everybody caught on and began to paint their buildings and now Miami Beach, 
South Beach, is one of the most popular places in the world today.  Now, would it have 
happened?  Maybe.  But certainly not so quickly.   
 

__________:  __________ 
 
TIM REID:  Well, as I tried to do a little research and have been, of course, through the 

media and we get the news clips.  Of course, we get the worst news when you flip on 
BBC.  We only know somebody got killed or another 15,000 left the country.  We don’t 
really hear.  At a risk not to insult anyone, I’m not sure which group I’m talking to based 
on—  It’s a mixed group.  Tamil—  Everyone.  Well, there’s an issue.  But judging by 
what I’ve read.  A funny thing—I read something that’s says, then there’s a group called 
the Moors.  I said, ohh, that’s my group.  The dark people.  But I would imagine that at 
whatever level there is a class structure, a racial structure.  It seems to be a human virus 
that we have that people have to be placed according to, in some countries, looks; in 
some countries, religion.  But it happens.  But the only way that I know we as a people, 
black America, was able in the modern era to pull out of it was through an understanding 
of how to take this fire and channel it in a way that we maximize its impact.   
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  Thankfully, we had leaders who were as diverse as I read about your leaders.  On 
the one hand, we had Dr. King; on the other hand, we had Malcolm X and depending on 
your mood, depending on which camp you found yourself on a day-to-day basis.  When 
I started out in the civil rights movement in Norfolk, Virginia, I was president of a group 
called—  It was an offshoot of SNCC.  It was called SCAD—Student Committee 
Against Discrimination, and I was certainly against peaceful manner.  I was more in the 
Malcolm X camp and then after the March on Washington in ’63 and I had worked with 
Dr. King.  I’d been his bodyguard a couple of times when he came to Virginia and 
Norfolk.  Hearing that speech convinced me that I needed to change my stripes and I 
became president of the student chapter of the NAACP which was a non-violent 
organization, so I say that to say that one must be flexible but through it all, even then, 
we didn’t realize how important the media was to us.  I know that a few times a camera 
being there probably kept us from—  kept the situation from becoming more violent than 
it was when the cameras showed up.   So I think I don’t want to over-emphasize the 
media but I do know that if you cannot figure out a way to get your propaganda across 
the media, you stand less of a chance to being heard by a larger number of people, a 
larger—  The size of the people you need to create a tipping point.   

 
  There’s a wonderful book written here not too long ago called Tipping Point and 

what I love about that book, it sort of says that every movement, every thought, 
everything, reaches a point where it becomes a thing, I mean, where it becomes a 
realized activity, an actuality and that point, that tipping point, so when does a 
movement become an action.  When does an action become a cause?  When does a cause 
become a reality?  When is that tipping point?  Well, how do you get there?  I mean, 
sometimes it’s one person.  Sometimes it begins usually with one person, but you’ve got 
to keep moving forward, but it’s that fire within, that call for freedom.   

 
 You are a Republic, right?  Not a democracy?   
 

__________:  __________ 
 

TIM REID:  You all haven’t worked that out yet?  All right.  Well, keep on working on it.  
It’ll find itself.  I know what you’re saying, but what are you?   

 
__________:  __________ 
 
TIM REID:  Oh, most definitely.  Even then—  I mean, as I mentioned, I tried to say that 

even when the Declaration of Independence was being drafted, there were some people 
who spoke up on behalf of how do we deal with this issue of slavery, but there wasn’t a 
tipping point.  There wasn’t enough cohesiveness among the group to make it an action 
so they decided to step back or give in.  Yes, there were.  And there were many, if you 
read the history of the civil rights movement, there’re many who lost their lives.  I 
remember after Selma there was an incident here in ’65—not here, but in America—in 
’65, where the first time we actually saw, again, on the news, a group, a large 
demonstration group, of black people being clubbed, and a few whites, being clubbed by 
the police at a bridge in Selma, Alabama, and it was a striking—  One of the most 
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visually powerful moments if you would chart visual powerful moments in terms of 
visuals, that visual for me, Emmett Till, to this day I have the picture of Emmett Till 
locked in my brain.  It’ll probably be one of the last things I see when I leave this earth.  
That day is etched in my mind.  I can still see the police and the fighting.   

 
  Well, we had to do a demonstration the following Sunday in Norfolk.  We were 

going to march in front of the post office.  Well, that was a day that caused us all to 
realize that not only were our lives in danger, but that the anger and hatred had moved in 
another direction and that people were not—  They were unashamed to let their violence 
be shown so we didn’t know what to do, but we wanted to carry on the demonstration so 
we went over to Old Dominion University and we asked a group at a Unitarian church 
and we asked some young white kids to come to the meeting and a few, about 12 or 14 
of them showed up and we said, look, would you please join us because we figured at 
that time that if we had a white kid among us, that the police wouldn’t attack and 
truthfully, that was the truth, at the time, until a few years later at a place called Kent 
State where they shot white kids, then it became open season.  You better have a gun, 
but prior to that, it was they didn’t attack white kids until Kent State so, yes, we went 
and some kids agreed.   

 
  For me, it was the first social contact I had ever had with white America.  Prior to 

that, I had never worked for a white person.  I’d never lived near a white person, never 
gone to school with one, never had any social contact with white America until that 
evening at a meeting at a Unitarian church and these young kids, a young Jewish kid by 
the name of Hofheimers.  The family owned a major shoe chain in Virginia and that 
young man and I became very good friends and he led me further into politics and got 
me involved with a young man who I came to love his politics, Robert Kennedy, but, 
yes, there were a few, but you see, not that that’s a given, but in the role of media, what 
we don’t know is the courageous lives of young black kids who actually fueled the 
movement.   

 
  Of course, Dr. King gets his due and should, but what is often overlooked is the 

number of young kids starting with a young girl down the street, a few miles down the 
road, called Barbara Johns, a name that should be right up alongside some of these great 
civil rights leaders, certainly alongside Rosa Parks, alongside Barbara Johns, because 
she was the first young student to stand up against a city, a community, and then a state, 
and then the federal government—she, among others—and win and changed the face of 
education in America. Well, that’s an incredible thing, but we don’t know about her 
because we didn’t control that part of the media.  It should be.  I mean, on a national 
level.  You should know her name because it was courageous.   

 
__________:  __________ 
 
TIM REID:  Well, first of all, I think it goes to why you all are here.  It is the will to be free, 

to seek civil liberties, that soul that I spoke of, that individuality has to be a burning 
desire of an individual and if that individual has enough of that fire within them to seek 
freedom and can find enough association among a few around them, they can build a 
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cause.  They can build a team.  And then I would say message and the media and thirdly, 
I would say the most importantly, is law.  I remember being in South Africa in 1975 and 
I had to go as an honorary white because no blacks were allowed to go in South Africa at 
that time and I remember getting in an argument—  First time in my life I’d ever been an 
honorary white, but that was what it said on my visa and I was over there and I had a 
meeting with some young black South Africans who were I guess to go to become 
freedom fighters.  I met them in Capetown and we got into a discussion because of my 
activities in civil rights which had only been 10 years prior to me being here and we 
were talking and they said something that I to this day keep thinking about and they said, 
well, your system is different.  I said what do you mean?  She said, well, your problem is 
one of racial hatred.  You can’t mandate that into your favor by law but, you see, in 
South Africa it’s about law. When the laws are changed, people will respond to the law 
and lo and behold, when you look at the changes in South Africa and what that 
government has done since apartheid and the speed at which when apartheid was over, 
where they are now in terms of members of government and where blacks and coloreds 
are engrained within the system in such a short time, and then you take back and look at 
an American system from emancipation to the present, what they done in a short amount 
of time is unbelievable.  How were they able to do it?  The law.  People obeyed and did 
not—  They accepted the law.  They accepted the law.   

 
  In this country we have had issue with that.  When the Supreme Court said in 1955 

to desegregate the schools, our government, this state, refused and created massive 
resistance, the movement that lasted—I’ve forgotten the number of years—but we didn’t 
integrate our school systems until the early ’60s, whereas the law, the Supreme Court, 
the highest court in the land said this is the law, so I don’t know what the situations are 
in your country—  I wouldn’t be so bold to try to figure out so much in just a couple of 
nights Googling you guys, but a lot of it will be determined by how your population and 
your people view and honor the law.  The speed at which you’re able to change, the 
amount of change, who will lead, who will be a part of government, how many of the 
Tamil, how many of this and how many of that and how many women will be brought 
into the government, it will be based on how people are with the law.  In this country we 
still have an issue with that.  [end of recording] 
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