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“Historical Overview—How Did Jamestown Lead to 1776?” 
 

KEN STROUPE:   So, now I’m going to turn the program over to my great friend whom I 
think you’ve probably already met, but Chip Mann who has been leading this effort 
together with Daman Irby and Meg Heubeck who’ll be really some of your primary 
instructors and leaders throughout the course of this, so, again, welcome.  It’s a pleasure 
to have you with us.  Chip— 

 
H.E. “CHIP” MANN:  Thank you, Ken.  Meg, do you want to talk any about the 

questionnaire?  Or have we covered that?   
 

 This picture in 2007, just a couple of years ago, America celebrated its 400th 
birthday.  Now, that might be a little confusing because you all think—  Most of the 
world thinks of America having been founded in 1776 but in reality, English settlers first 
began to settle in America in 1607, so we had a huge celebration here in Virginia.  
Seventy miles down the river is a place called Jamestown and I was the Director of the 
Federal Jamestown Commemoration Commission and you’ll see a lot of the people that 
come in here are old friends of mine who worked on the Commemoration and this 
picture was taken in New York Harbor.  You can see the Statue of Liberty in the 
background.  That ship is a reproduction of one of the three small ships that had come 
from London with 105 passengers to Jamestown.  They landed and set up a fort on the 
James River on May 14th, so interestingly enough, we know exactly the spot and the date 
that there was a first English settlement in the United States and so I just think that the 
whole idea of a Jamestown ship with the Statue of Liberty in the background kind of 
gives you the idea that a lot of what we’ve been talking about, a lot about liberties and 
democracy, actually spring not from 1776 but actually from 1607, so that’s what I’m 
going to do is to spend about an hour and I’m the person that has to take some of these 
history lessons that you’ve learned from these different books about Jamestown, I’m 
going to take those historical ideas and the historical background and then give it to 
you—  And then talk to you about it as a democratic concept. 
 
 Well, this is what happened—  X happened and it developed into Y and then I’ll tell 
you why it developed into that—  What were some of the issues that helped it develop 
into that, but I was very pleased to hear continuing things as you all were talking, there 
were several patterns.  One of the things that you all want to know is you want to know 
universal democratic themes, not just what works in America or what works in England 
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or what works in India, but what can work in Sri Lanka.  What is a democratic theme 
that we have explored in a lot of different ways in America that you all might be able to 
grasp and not use it the same way that we use it, modify it, but be able to take it and run 
with it. 
 
 The other issue was civic engagement.  You want to know how—  We have a 
phrase here—how you can get in the face of your politicians.  How do you make them 
listen to you?  How do you engage them and have them respond?   
 
 The third issue is civic empowerment.  How do you make people more powerful?  
How do you make your community, the people that you work with, the people that are 
members of your group, how do you make them more powerful.  One of the things that 
wasn’t said explicitly but we want to admit that democracy is a process.  It’s not a 
perfection.  It’s not a point where you say, okay, we’re here, we’re done, that’s it.  
Jefferson was very focused on the idea that it’s a process.  It gets you—  You’re working 
on a way that you want to have perfection but you’ll never get there.  Human nature 
being what it is, you’ll never get there, but you should always strive to get to that 
perfection and then the last, but one of the most important things, is don’t let us slip into 
this mode of not hearing what you’re saying because as I said, democracy isn’t perfect 
and it’s a process and you all can come back to us and say, hey, wait a second, you all 
have been stuck with this idea that you have to do it like this where in Sri Lanka, we 
think it works a little bit more effectively if we do it like that, and the input from you can 
help us to perfect our democracy as well. 
 
 As Ken said, we’ve had six constitutions that have changed in Virginia.  We’ve 
never changed our federal Constitution.  Larry Sabato who you heard speak yesterday is 
all for changing the Constitution.  We’ve been stuck, okay, we’ve amended it 27 times, 
but we’ve been stuck and maybe you all can help us come up with some ideas as to how 
to unstick it. 
 
 So that’s where we’re going to start this morning.  I just want to give you an 
overview as to what’s happening today.  I will spend about an hour going over these 
issues with you regarding the historical ideas and then our next speaker is going to be the 
former Secretary of the State of the United States, our foreign minister, a gentleman by 
the name of Lawrence Eagleburger, very very well respected international diplomat is 
going to be here and he’s going to speak on—  I’m going to lead up to the Declaration of 
Independence and then he’s going to speak on the rights and the freedoms that were 
enumerated in the Declaration of Independence so he’ll be here in about an hour.  Before 
I go any further, you all will have the opportunity to ask questions of any of the people 
that are here.  What probably is going to work is I’ve asked them all to give you a few 
minutes at the end of their talk for questions, so if you let them get through their talk, 
then they’re going to save a good amount of time at the end to hear your questions and 
observations and it’s not just questions.  It’s also observations that you might have. 
 
 Then after Secretary Eagleburger, we’re going to have a panel that’s going to be 
talking about the rule of law.  Some of you in your responses to the questionnaire, you 
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had some questions as to whether Sir Lankan culture was actually responsive to the rule 
of law.  You have rules and you have government laws but are they abided by and so 
we’re going to have three people and a chairman of the panel, all of them eminent 
scholars in their own right, who will talk about the rule of law and how it applies to 
democracies. 
 
 Then at lunch we’re going to have Tim Reid and Daphne Reid and they’re going to 
be here to talk specifically about views of minorities after the Civil War.  Daphne and 
Tim are a well known African American actor and actress and they have collected 
images of minorities throughout American history and how those images sometimes 
reflected negatively and then that became part of what the culture accepted.   
 

Now, who in the room knows who Will Smith is?  Okay.  Have you ever seen 
“Fresh Prince of Bel-Air?”  Okay.  Do you remember the woman that played Aunt Viv?  
Remember, Will moved to Bel-Air and there was a big guy who was the judge and then 
his wife was Aunt Viv.  Carlton’s mother.  Daphne played Aunt Viv so she’s a famous 
American actress.  There was a television show you might not know—“WKRP in 
Cincinnati.”  Have you ever heard of that?  Well, Tim was on that, but you walk down 
the street with them and people ask for their autographs and things like that, but Daphne 
played—  She’s very good friends with Will Smith.  Everybody in the world knows Will 
Smith.   

 
Then this afternoon we have Bill Mims and Dr. Seiple who will be talking about 

rights, specifically how they relate to freedom of religion and freedom of the press.  And 
that’s the end of the day and then you wrap up.   

 
__________:  `[00:09:52 / __________]  
 
CHIP MANN:  Any questions about how the day is going to go and we will have breaks so 

in between there are restrooms in the back.  We’ll also have some coffee and some 
things like that, but we will take pre-programmed breaks so that everybody gets a chance 
to relax for a second. 

 
I’ll jump into the middle of this.  What I have done is I have worked out 10 key 

issues that took place between 1606 and 1776.  Even a lot of Americans are confused 
about what happened during the colonial period and they think, well, the settlers landed 
at Jamestown and then there was George Washington.  Well, it didn’t quite work that 
way.  George Washington wasn’t born until 125 years after Jamestown so there were a 
lot of issues that were going on, a lot of dynamics that took place between 1606 and 
1776, so we’re going to go through 10 not necessarily historical themes, but democratic 
themes, themes that relate to these universal components of democracy.  The first is a 
state of nature.  The idea that the Native Americans who were here had a very idyllic life 
and then this other culture from Europe was imposed on them. 
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In 1607, we’ll talk about Jamestown and entrepreneurialism.  Jamestown was 
founded to make money.  It wasn’t founded for religious freedom.  It was founded as a 
stock company.   

 
1608-1612, we’ll talk about the challenges that the settlers faced as far as 

governance and as far as political leadership was concerned.   
 
1612-1622—how the settlers governed themselves and the challenges that they 

faced and the mistakes that they made.  Some things they got right; some things they 
didn’t.   

 
1622-1776—respect for minority rights.  Just to let you in on what I’m going to talk 

about, there wasn’t a whole lot of respect for minority rights at that time and so there 
were some real needs that needed to be addressed and weren’t addressed until after we 
were a country and they’re still being addressed today.   

 
1622-1700—immigration, America as a melting pot.  All of these different people 

coming from all over the world.  Where did they go on the east coast and what impact 
did that have on politics?   

 
1700-1732—how these different influences and different circumstances led to 

different politics.  There are circumstances in Sri Lanka that would not translate here 
very well.  There are circumstances here, one of the circumstances being an incredible 
amount of land that made for some different dynamics, some different opportunities.   

 
1732-1755—the rise of prosperity.  Finally, after they got the opportunity to survive 

and make money, they started to be able to think differently and to look at their 
government differently. 

 
1755-1762—this whole idea that they were kind of splendidly isolated from the rest 

of the world was shattered when Britain kind of imposed a war.  There was a global war 
with France, but they imposed the idea that the colonies had to be involved in the war 
and then this is an interesting note at the end.  1762-1776, how Britain lost America and 
it was a political failure.  That’s the only way to describe it.  It wasn’t preordained.  It 
wasn’t something that had to happen and we use this as an example and I’m going to talk 
about England’s political failure, but Secretary Eagleburger is going to talk about how 
the Americans saw this as an opportunity, grabbed it and formed a new country. 

 
A state of nature:  this is a term that’s used by philosophers and if you study English 

philosophy, political philosophy, you’ve heard Locke and Hobbes and they talk about a 
state of nature.   Well, the idea is what would man and woman be if they didn’t have all 
these communities, if they didn’t have roads, if they didn’t have these institutions, what 
would their general nature be and it’s an attempt to try to figure out how do you govern 
people and so the two questions are:  what’s the basic nature of man and then how does 
it relate to politics.  Once you just talk about the basic nature and there’s this open 
palate, how do people govern themselves?   
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Well, the Indians that were here, and tomorrow at lunch and let me just make sure—  

These are Native Americans.  In Virginia, they refer to themselves as Virginia Indians, 
so we’re going to talk about Virginia Indians and the Virginia Indians were part of the 
Powhatan Confederation and they lived in the Chesapeake and I’m going to show you a 
map in a second.  They lived in this area.  This is the Chesapeake Bay.  Just to make sure 
that you’re oriented, this is the east coast of the United States.  You all I think came 
probably from the west and this is Virginia and so we’re halfway between the Gulf of 
Mexico and Canada and this area is here and the Virginia Indians lived in the 
Chesapeake.  The Chesapeake Bay, which is this area right in here, is the largest estuary 
in America and it’s extremely bountiful—oysters, fish.  Some of the fish were different 
types.  But sturgeon, if you know what sturgeon are, where you get caviar, but these 
huge seven-foot sturgeons, flounder, shad, so they could just go out and fish and there 
was this incredible bounty.   

 
Also, the land in this area is very marshy and so it opened itself up for deer and deer 

was probably what their main—  what they hunted primarily for food, but tomorrow at 
lunch, you’re going to hear from one of the chiefs of the tribes, Steve Adkins, from the 
Chickahominies and he’s going to talk to you about the American Indian experience 
over the past 400 years.  The Indians have been in Virginia for 10,000 years which is 
interesting because you oftentimes see America referred to as the New World.  Well, 
from the Indians’ perspective, they’ve been here for 10,000 years so it’s kind of this—  
Like I talked about earlier, the imposition of a culture on top of the Indian culture, but 
Steve will talk about their lives but it was a very wonderful idyllic kind of life. 

 
So you had about 35,000 people in 1607 that were living in this area and there were 

different tribes.  There were the Nansemonds, the Kecoughtans, the Chickahominies, the 
Mattaponis, the Pamunkeys, the Monacans.  They have this great names and they lived 
all over and there were about 35,000 and they all came under one chief and his name 
was Powhatan and Powhatan—  He didn’t really rule them.  He just worked together 
with all of these tribes and these 35,000 people who got along fairly well with each other 
and were knowledgeable in 1606 of the fact that there were other people in the world but 
really hadn’t had that much interaction with them. 

 
Now, at the end of the 1500s, investors in England became interested in the natural 

resources that were in Virginia and then there were these rumors that there was gold.  
There was always a way to get people to come here and that was to tell them that there 
was gold, so they wanted to come here and they heard that the creeks were lined with 
gold.  All you had to do was walk down the creek and you could stuff your pockets full 
of the gold, but there were other things that were marketable here, like wood and metals 
and so they wanted to move here and exploit those natural materials.  Also, they thought 
that this river—  If you look at this map, this shows you—  That’s just half of the 
country.   

 
Well, they had heard a rumor that this river here would take you all the way to the 

Pacific so they wanted to get to the end of that river and see if it got to the Pacific.  Well, 
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it didn’t.  It didn’t get that far inland, but they hadn’t explored it, so there were a couple 
of attempts to try to find out what was going on.   

 
In 1584, there were English settlers that settled down here and there were three 

waves of settlers that settled down there and during the middle of them trying to settle in 
North Carolina, the Spanish War between England and Spain broke out and so they 
couldn’t resupply these people so this colony died.  It just evaporated.  We call it the 
Lost Colony because they went back there to where they were living and there were no 
traces of anybody there, so they decided, okay, we’re going to do it but we’re going to 
do it right.  We’re going to have another attempt to get into Virginia and we’re going to 
do it right this time and it’s going to be based on a stock company. 

 
The theme of this section is entrepreneurialism.  Democracy and entrepreneurialism 

oftentimes work hand in hand.  You look at most cases—where you have democracy you 
have free markets.  You all live much closer to China than we do, but we’re an active 
trading partner with China and China has this situation where they don’t have a 
democratic government but they have open markets and those of us who are interested in 
political science are interested in that tension, you know, when is the idea of open 
markets going to have to play into their political system but in this instance, the settlers 
from England, they either came on the ships to come and work off for about seven years 
their share in this company but there was a company called the Virginia Company where 
they sold stock and people either said, okay, I’ll pay for my stock by going to work or 
they actually put capital investment in and it was a stock company so everybody who 
moved to Virginia in 1607 was supposed to be making money for this company and they 
thought they all were going to get rich or they were just going to go down the streams, 
pick up the gold, stick it in their pockets, go home and be rich.  Well it didn’t work out 
that way.   

 
But one of the things that happened is the British said when you go to Virginia in 

these three little ships—  The ships were the Susan Constant.  The one in the middle is 
the Discovery and then there’s the Godspeed.  It was 105 people, 105 men and boys, that 
came over here.  Took them four months to get over from England.  Then they built an 
outpost.  This is the Jamestown fort which in the past 15 years they actually found where 
it was.  We always had thought it had been lost to time.  We actually found out where it 
was and they set up this little outpost so that they could begin to explore and figure out 
how to make the money, what are the natural resources that we’re going to take back 
home, but one of the things that the British did when they formalized this idea of the 
Virginia Company, they said when you go to Virginia, you and your descendants will 
have the rights of Englishmen forever, this idea that they would be English subjects and 
have the same rights forever is very important because as you get towards 1776, they 
start to find out they don’t have the same rights and they get upset. 

 
Governance and political leadership—  We talked about a state of nature, so these 

Englishmen come.  They’re not used to the heat.  You’re not used to the cold.  But they 
weren’t prepared.  They came to Jamestown.  The heat and the humidity was 
overwhelming.  There were a lot of different kinds of bacteria and bugs and things in the 
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water that they couldn’t get acclimated to and so they had to figure out how to govern 
themselves and they had a box and the box was locked on the trip over and when they 
landed, they unlocked the box and it said here’s how you are to govern yourself, so the 
idea of governing yourself in a state of nature is something that Jamestown experienced.  
They handed them a set of papers and said here’s what you’re supposed to do.  You’re 
supposed to have a council with 10 people and these 10 people will make all the 
decisions and then there’ll be one person on the council to chair the council and he’ll be 
called the president, the president of the council, so there’s only 105 people living in this 
little village and they are managed by this council and the first person that they choose to 
be the president of the council is an absolute disaster.  He couldn’t manage his way out 
of a wet paper bag.  He’s just atrocious, and these people are having real problems in 
surviving so they’re desperate and a man rises to the top, not because of his title, not 
because of his money, but because of his brains and his savvy and his ability to deal with 
the English and the Indians and that’s John Smith. 

 
John Smith is looked upon as a real political leader because he motivates the colony 

to get focused on how to survive and he whips them into shape.  He is a proven military 
leader.  He’s a savvy individual who is able to talk to the Indians through some gestures 
and picking up on their language.  He’s able to get the colonists to listen to him.  He 
knows how to use power which is the sign of a political leader.  He’s focused on goals.  
Okay.  What is it we’re supposed to do?  Well, the answer was very easy.  We’ve got to 
survive and he also has some interesting experiences which kind of add to his myth.   

 
Have you all heard of Pocahontas?  Pocahontas was the Indian princess who 

allegedly saved John Smith from being killed by the Indians.  Smith talked about himself 
a lot.  He was a big bragger.  We’re not really sure how that episode took place.  
There’re been a lot of theories over the past 400 years but there is no doubt that he had a 
special relationship with Pocahontas, that she liked him and that relationship between 
Pocahontas and John Smith helped the colony to get through some tough times.  Now, to 
prove that he was a political leader, when he gets injured and goes back to England in 
1609, the colony almost falls apart again, so he’s a very influential player.   

 
From marshal law to elected officials—  And this is typical of the United States, 

rather than trying to really sit down and think about the problem, you either throw 
money at it or you throw people at it, and during this period, the Virginia Company was 
just throwing people into the Colony.  They just kept sending boatloads and they didn’t 
know how to manage them and they didn’t know how to deal with the sicknesses and 
they didn’t know how to deal with the Virginia Indians and people kept dying.  I mean, 
within the first six months of 1607, from the 105 settlers that were brought over, only 57 
were still alive, so you had half of them dead in six months but they kept sending people.  
They kept dying.  They couldn’t figure out how to manage what was going on so they 
had marshal law.  They had governor named Thomas Dale who regimented the people.  
They weren’t allowed to do anything that the government didn’t allow them to do.  The 
guards were making sure that they worked, that there was curfew on what time they 
could get up and what time they could go to bed.  There was a curfew that prevented 
them from dealing with the Indians as far as on a one-on-one level, so they needed to be 
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regimented and after John Smith was gone, Thomas Dale imposed marshal law but at the 
time that they were just starting to get to survive, western Europe started to become 
fascinated with tobacco and there was a fellow by the name of John Rolfe who 
developed a tobacco plant that could survive in Virginia and was also very tasty. 

 
Now, do you grow tobacco in Sri Lanka?  Okay.  Does it grow about this tall with 

big broad leaves?  Is that for domestic consumption or do you export it?  Domestic.  Not 
to say that anybody in here would smoke, but what does it taste like?  Is it sweet?  Is it 
bitter?  Anybody smoked it?  Bitter?  Is it in cigarettes or for pipes?  Cigarettes.  It 
doesn’t smell too much, but—  That bitterness was part of what Rolfe was trying to get 
rid of.  There was a Jamaican tobacco that was sweet so he combined the two and he 
found this plant that would survive.  So what happens was they grow this tobacco and 
they said we’ll try anything.  We’re not finding the gold.  We’re not finding the silver.  
We’re trying to make glass.  This is really interesting.  Why would they make glass in 
America and then send it all the way over to England?  They found some good sand that 
made good glass, but my theory is it’s going to break, so they would send glass over but 
tobacco which was started around—  They started to plant around 1612, really took off.  
That was the thing, so they sent it over to England and people were like this Virginia 
tobacco is great, so they said send more tobacco so they would.  So they were planting 
tobacco every open field they could get and so finally there was a successful commodity 
and it started to make money so all these people that invested their lives and their 
fortunes into the Virginia Company, they began to make money, so tobacco was the 
backbone of the economy that helped the colony survive. 

 
By 1619, you have 2,000 people.  You’ve gone 105 in 1607 to 2,000 people in 1619 

and things are starting to get a little unmanageable, so they decided to redo their charter 
and there was a charter that was issued by the British government called the Great 
Charter.  It was issued in 1618 and the most important thing for our discussion today is it 
allowed for the election of representatives to a government in Jamestown, so here you 
see that soldier representing marshal law and here you see a depiction of the first 
representative government in the western world called the House of Burgesses.  They 
met in Jamestown in July of 1619 and it is the first time in America where elected 
officials start to legislate, start to decide laws.   

 
Sixteen hundred and nineteen was a very busy and important year.  You had 

representative government.  You had the first single women who moved to Jamestown to 
marry.  You’d had other women that came to help with their husbands, but there were 
actually women that came over specifically to marry men to help establish a community.  
You had property rights and we’re going to talk about that in a short while, but the idea 
that you now could own the property.  The property was not owned by the Virginia 
Company and all the revenue went back to the Virginia Company.  It’s now you could 
own property and whatever you made off of your property, you got to keep. 

 
Then the other thing that happened in 1619 was the first Africans.  You see that I 

have a question mark—respect for minority rights question mark.  In all honesty, there 
was very little respect for minority rights and there were two people—  And actually 
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they weren’t minorities or the Indians weren’t minorities.  There were a lot more Indians 
than there were Englishmen, but they became a minority so what we now know as 
minority rights or respect for other traditions, other ethnic persuasions, that did not 
happen early in the history of Virginia and we’re honest about it now.  We used to kind 
of ignore it and say that it didn’t happen, but now we talk about it. 

 
Let’s talk about the Indians and Steve Adkins tomorrow when you see him at lunch, 

he’ll talk into this in more detail, but in the first 10 years of the colony, the Indians and 
the English would go back and forth.  The Natives would offer some food and the 
Englishmen would think, oh, well, they’re going to be peaceful.  Then something would 
happen and they’d aggravate each other and then there would be a few people killed and 
the English came over to America—this is fascinating—they came over thinking that, 
well, all we have to do is give these people a little bit of copper and they’ll do whatever 
we ask them to do.  Well, the Indians were smarter than that, but there was so much land 
and so many oysters and so many deer that the Indians really weren’t concerned that the 
English moved in because there was plenty to go around.   

 
And then Pocahontas, the Indian princess who allegedly saved John Smith, she 

married John Rolfe.  She married the guy that’s considered the first businessman in 
America, the guy that developed the tobacco.  She married him.  She’s the first Native 
American to marry an Englishman and so there’s a peace.  We have this coming together 
and we probably can co-exist, but she dies.  She goes to England to meet the king and 
she dies while she’s over there and the peace falls apart. 

 
So, in 1622, there is an Indian uprising that is led by a brother of Powhatan with the 

great name of Opecancanough and Opecancanough has said they’ve been here now for 
15 years, I don’t think they’re leaving, so let’s get rid of the English, so they have an 
uprising and they kill hundreds of English settlers and the Indians think, okay, that’s it, 
they’re going to go home, but the English stay and they keep on coming and, as I said, 
they keep sending English settlers over so this continues for another 22 years and in 
1644, Opecancanough is still the leader of the Indians and he said now they’re really 
here, let’s try to get rid of them again and so in 1644, there is another uprising and that 
doesn’t kill all of the Englishmen and they, in fact—  At that point, the English say, now 
we have to go fight the Indians because they really are trying to get rid of us and they’re 
becoming a nuisance and so we’re going to go out there.  We’re going to do what we can 
to kill the Indians. 

 
In the mid-1600s, the English get fed up.  Around 1670, they get fed up and they 

charge into the mountains to push the Indians as far to the west as they possibly can 
because they just don’t want to deal with them again, so rather than sit down and work 
out a process whereby they can work out their differences together, it leads to warfare so 
in that sense, that minority outreach failed and to this day, there are still injustices, and 
Steve Adkins will talk to you about this tomorrow.  As far as the Africans were 
concerned, those first Africans that came in 1619 were sold as slaves.  They were on a 
Dutch trading ship and they were traded for goods.  Now, in those days, the idea was 
that they would work for seven years and then they would be freed and so that’s what 
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happens.  They’re indentured servants.  Were there indentured servants in Sri Lanka at 
any time?  Where you came over, you settled in Sri Lanka and then after seven years, 
you were given your freedom.  Did that ever happen?   

 
__________:  `[00:39:02 / __________]  
 
CHIP MANN:  Was it about seven years?  Well, the idea is that the Africans would come 

over—  That’s a very good point.  This was forced migration.  They didn’t want to be 
here, but against their will, they were brought here and then at the end of seven years, 
they would be given—  Well, in the beginning, that happened, but then the English 
started to say, you know, we don’t have to let these people free.  We don’t have to let 
them enjoy the same rights and so s early as 1650, you start to see laws that are put into 
place that said black people who come to America, all of them are slaves, no matter 
whether they’re indentured servants or not and their children are slaves and their 
children’s children will be slaves and they don’t have the same rights.  It defines the 
blacks as slaves.  Then there was a slave code that was made in 1705.  It defined who 
were slaves.  It told you how you could buy and sell them.  It prohibited them from 
being taught to read.  They couldn’t own guns.  Their marriages, even though they 
would marry each other, they didn’t count, so if you had a man and a woman who were 
married and they were slaves and you wanted to sell the bride and keep the groom, you 
could do that, so you were separating the families and then their owners could punish 
them without anybody coming back and saying anything about it, so it was a horrible 
system. 

 
Now, there were no minority rights, but rights were given to white Europeans and so 

what you see here is a map of the East Coast and you start to have immigration and the 
English settled in Massachusetts which is up here, Virginia and then Maryland which is 
right along here was—  Most of the Virginians and Massachusettans were Protestant but 
you had this Catholic enclave in Maryland.  Maryland was founded on a dynamic of 
religious freedom.  In New York, you had the Dutch who were settling there.  They 
settled right there at Manhattan.  In Delaware, you had the Swedes.  You had the 
Spanish—it’s not on this map—but you can see Florida.  They were in the southwest of 
America.  They were in Florida and you also had the French who were at New Orleans 
and who were up in Montreal and Quebec and then you had the Germans in 
Pennsylvania.  Now, from Virginia down to Georgia, you had all of these colonies were 
founded or started mostly by English, Irish, Scotch-Irish, but the minority there were 
blacks.  They were slaves, so you had a huge concentration of Africans in this southern 
part of the United States.   

 
In 1642 is when you had the British civil war and that’s when Charles I is beheaded 

and if you can imagine, it takes you six weeks at the least to get a message from England 
to America and then another six weeks to get a message back, so if they’re confused 
about who’s in charge and you’re living in England, you’re really confused when you’re 
living in Virginia because you’re sending these messages and you say, okay, well, King, 
we need to get your expertise on this and it comes back, there is no King.  Okay, well, 
who are we supposed to talk to?  Well, we’ll send a message to Cromwell and so they 
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send a message to him.  Well, he doesn’t get back.  So, one of the dynamics is 
Virginians start to live on their own.  They start to govern themselves.   

 
This is still a relatively simple time in America because you just are getting beyond 

mere survival.  There’re only two schools in United States at that time, one in 
Massachusetts—Harvard—and one in Virginia—William & Mary, and you’re still 
relying on England for people to be educated, for people to be given governmental 
decisions.  You’re still going to England for the courts.  You’re still getting most of your 
services done there and also manufactured goods, things like nails and glass and mirrors 
and furniture.  It’s still coming from England, so it’s still somewhat of a challenging 
time.  America hasn’t come into its own yet. 

 
Differences in circumstances lead to differences in politics.  Now, a little question 

here—which is the building that’s in London?  One of these buildings is in London.  
Which one is it?  This is Middle Temple.  This is where the incorporation of the Virginia 
Company took place.  This is to show you the contrast of how things developed, so this 
is a building built in the 1500s.  It shows you the refinement.  It’s very ornate.  Here you 
have Jamestown, a little bit different.  This is what their outpost looks like.  The same 
time that this building existed, then these buildings existed, but then America starts to 
develop its own kind of architecture and this is one of the oldest houses in America.  
This is called the Thoroughgood House.  It’s down in Virginia Beach and it’s from 
around 1700 and this is the oldest classroom building in the United States.  This is at 
William & Mary.  This is called the Wren Building and it was built in 1700, so this 
shows you the idea that there were differences that were going on.  There were different 
economics.  They had agriculture in America and it led to a certain amount of economic 
freedom. 

 
There wasn’t the social stratification that there was in England.  They didn’t come 

to you and say, well, what family are you a member of.  They came to you and they said 
what do you do for a living, what do you make, what do you produce.  There were 
different education modes.  A lot of people went to England for education but a lot of the 
people that taught at William & Mary and at Harvard, they were Scottish and those 
Scottish professors didn’t like the Brits.  They didn’t like the English and so they were a 
factor in teaching them that there were other ways to look at things. 

 
Thomas Jefferson went to William & Mary, as they said yesterday when we were 

going on the tour, and he had a professor there named William Short and William Short 
was Scottish and a lot of the revolutionary ideas that Thomas Jefferson had came from 
the fact that he had a Scottish professor, but the bottom line is the people in America did 
not believe in a central government.  They didn’t have allegiance to the king.  They 
didn’t see the king ride down a street in London in a magnificent coach, so they didn’t 
have this idea of him as being infallible so they had a certain disrespect for central 
authority or they lacked a respect for central authority and so it was very different than it 
was in England. 
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So you have these families that are growing up and they’re doing different things 
and they’re becoming prosperous in the 1700s.  Now, the reason I have the date as 1732, 
that’s the year that George Washington was born.  Thomas Jefferson was born in 1743.  
Now, somebody yesterday asked me was it Thomas Jefferson’s father that came to the 
United States.   No, his family had been here for three generations.  His grandfather was 
named Thomas Jefferson and his grandfather owned property in Chesterfield County.  
He owned 10,000 acres and his father, Jefferson’s father, Peter, was born in Chesterfield 
but he was given a land grant here in the Charlottesville area and that’s the reason why 
the Jefferson family moved here.  George Washington’s family had been here even 
longer.  Washington’s great-grandfather had acquired land on the Potomac so you see 
you have several generations that had put down their roots and they start to understand 
that they have a difference in America, that this is different than what they had—-  what 
had been left behind in England.  

 
So what happens is this part of America gets to get populated and at the same time, 

these people are starting to move to the west.  This is basically where the mountains are 
and people start to move to the west and when they move over the mountains, they run 
into the French because the French had come up from the north and the south and they 
had already populated—not to the same extent—but they had trading posts up and down 
the Mississippi and, coincidentally, at the same time, the French are in a worldwide war 
with the British so it manifested itself—  It took place in America as a disagreement over 
whether the English settlers could move further west and the French worked with the 
Indians who, of course, had been pushed out of this area and are now living west of the 
mountains.  The French worked with them to fight the British and where this war is 
called the Seven Years War in the rest of the world, here we call it the French and Indian 
War because the settlers were fighting the French and the Indians.  Did that war have an 
impact on Sri Lanka?  In 1755, was there a war?  Well, most of it took place in the 
Caribbean, here, in Europe.  It’s called the Seven Years War.   

 
The British sent armies to the United States to fight the French and the Indians but 

they also recruited local soldiers and one of those soldiers was a 22-year-old militiaman 
named George Washington.  Here’s the way that the British were taught to fight.  
They’re wearing red uniforms.  They’re walking in straight lines.  They are going down 
the middle of the road.  Of course, the Indians learned to fight behind trees, to have 
surprise attacks and so Washington was involved in helping to lead these men but he 
also realized that this is the wrong way to fight a war in America.  The British never 
learned that lesson but Washington did and that comes to be important later on. 

 
So from 1762 to 1776, you get this whole fiasco of where the British lose it.  They 

lose the American colonies because of a political failure.  What happens is several 
issues.  One is you remember that line on that map.  In 1763, the British told the settlers 
that they couldn’t go beyond that line, that that was a line that was in dispute and so 
don’t go below that line and Americans being Americans, basically said, why, nobody’s 
ever told us we can’t do that before.  So we’re going to go ahead and do it.  So they went 
ahead and settled despite the fact and it caused the British a lot of headaches, so they 
sent over a lot of troops.  Now, it had cost them a lot of money to send the troops over 
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here in the first place so they began to tax the people that were living in America and 
they taxed them on a whole bunch of different things—tea, legal documents.  There were 
all these different taxes that were put on and remember when I began I said that the 
Virginia Company had guaranteed the rights of people in America to have the same 
English rights.  Well, one of those rights that was understood was that you couldn’t have 
taxation without having elected representatives in government, in Parliament.  So, what 
happens was is the Americans are all getting taxed and they’re going wait a second, we 
don’t have one single voice in Parliament.  Why are we being taxed?  This is ridiculous, 
so they sign messages and they signed letters and they’d take the six week trip over to 
London and in the meantime, they’d ignore it.  They wouldn’t pay any attention to the 
tax or in some cases, there were abject events to respond to these different taxes.  The 
Boston Tea Party where the tea came in from the West Indian Company and after having 
been processed, maybe it had gone through in London and it came to Boston and the 
Americans loved their tea but they threw the tea into the Boston harbor to show that they 
were disgusted and they weren’t going to drink tea anymore.  They were going to drink 
other things—sassafras tea or something like that—because they were so outraged that 
there were these taxes.   

 
There were so many missteps that were going on at the time that they were listed in 

the Declaration of Independence.  And Secretary Eagleburger is going to go over some 
of those issues in his discussion, but some of the highlights or lowlights, depending on 
how you look at it, is the Royal Governors had assumed too much power.  They were no 
trials by jury.  Remember, we’re going to talk about rule of law.  Well, rule of law is 
getting suspended in America.  The governors had dissolved the legislatures.  The 
Crown had imposed tax collectors.  They’d imposed the Stamp Act.  They imposed the 
Tea Act.  They sent armies into America to prevent the Americans from doing what 
they’d been doing all along—moving west, moving unencumbered around their towns 
and their cities.  Now, these guys in red coats are all over the place, including the fact 
that the Crown would walk up to—  Somebody from the army would walk up to a house 
and say you’ve got a really nice house here, we’re going to put our soldiers in it, and so 
they would—  These houses were pressed into service.  There was military quartering of 
troops, so all of this led to basically what’s a powder keg and in April 1775, it explodes 
with a military fight in Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts and it explodes on a 
political level in July 1776 with the Declaration of Independence. 

 
There’s an interesting play in London.  It’s called “The Reduced Shakespeare” and 

it says we’ll show you all the plays of Shakespeare in 90 minutes and it’s a joke.  You go 
for 90 minutes and they do “Romeo & Juliet” in 30 seconds.  It’s a really great play, but 
what I’ve had to do is almost as challenging in having to reduce 150 years of American 
history into about a hour, so I went very quickly over a lot of points, but I’m sure you’ve 
got some questions, so why don’t we open it up for a little bit of discussion.  What 
questions might you have about how some of these circumstances played out? 

 
__________:  __________ 
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CHIP MANN:  There was not a huge Indian migration or Southeast Asian—  We do know 
when the first Germans, the first Polish, the first Irish, the first French—  We do know 
when all of those citizens came because they came to the east coast.  On the west coast, 
we have some ideas as to when the first Chinese and the first Japanese came, but because 
America’s so big, it was oftentimes hard to document but the reason we know about the 
Germans and the Poles and the Swiss and the Swedes is because they came to the east 
coast and there were only several places where they came into.   

 
__________:  __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  The American Indians?  Steve Adkins will talk about this tomorrow at 

lunch.  I think there’s close to between a million and two million indigenous American 
natives left in the United States.  I just kind of skimmed over the problems that the 
English had in trying to get their arms around how to deal with the Indians and the 
tragedies that were related to that, but that tragedy continues during the 1700s, the 
1800s, and up until the 1900s, actually.  Part of the tragedy, and Steve will talk about 
this, is that the Indians as they’ve continued to be pushed west, were placed on 
reservations so they weren’t allowed to roam freely amongst the land and use the land 
like they had before.  They were confined to these areas for indigenous people and 
oftentimes they were places where there were not a lot of natural resources, there wasn’t 
good water, there wasn’t places to hunt, so it was—  And Steve will talk about the 
efforts on the part of the federal government over the past hundred to fifty years to try to 
address the Indian issue, but we don’t have a real good track record on that.   

 
One of the things that we did with the Jamestown Commemoration was to make 

sure that we educated people about Virginia Indians and they knew what America was 
like and that there were these natives there.  A lot of people in America didn’t know that 
there were Indians on the east coast.  They just think of Indians in movies and that they 
were out in the west and they rode horses and they wore feathers and some Indians were 
like that, but most Indians were like the Indians in Virginia where they didn’t have 
horses, they lived a quiet life, they fished, they farmed, and their first interaction with 
English settlers was not bad.  It wasn’t great, but it was much less warlike than what you 
see in a John Wayne movie.   

 
They’re still in America.  Not many in Virginia.  They live mostly in the west, in 

Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah.  Those are the areas because they were 
pushed west.  They are the descendants of mostly western Indians.  There’re still 
descendants of Virginia Indians that live here.   

 
__________:  __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  Why do they call them Indians?  Good question.  When Columbus came 

over and discovered the New World in 1492, he thought he had gone to the Pacific.  He 
only came as far as the Caribbean but he thought he had gone—  So he assumed that 
these dark-skinned people that he was talking to in these islands were from India so he 
called them Indians, but in reality, he was 10,000, 12,000 miles from India and didn’t 

 14



realize that these people were not—  So that was the reason that they were called 
Indians.   

 
__________:  __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  All over America.  Most people in America called them Native Americans.  

In Virginia, there are eight tribes:  the Mattaponi, the Pamunkey, the Rappahannock, the 
Chickahominy, the Kecoughtans, and they like to be called Virginia Indians because 
they were the first.  They were the first ones that the English had contact with.   

 
__________: __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  They thought that the land was so big and there was so much to share that 

there wouldn’t be any problem.   
 
__________:  __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  All over.  Yes, France, Germany, Poland—  Yes, that’s an important—  

After 1776, they started to call themselves Americans.   
 
__________: __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  Not as much.  No, it wasn’t as big a factor.  Yes, you’re absolutely right.  

The Spanish when they landed in Florida and in the western part of the United States, 
they were converting the Indians, the Native Peoples, the indigenous peoples, so that 
was part of their Catholic faith.  The English, that was not so much.  It wasn’t that 
important for them to make—  Now, what they would do is they would land—  
Remember, I said the first thing they wanted to do was to make money, so after they 
would get settled and they’d make some money, then they would try to convert the 
Indians, but that wasn’t the big reason that they did it. 

 
__________: __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  In Washington, D.C.?  Right.  That’s a very good point.  It’s very 

complicated, but bottom line is Washington, D.C. is not a state.  It’s not a city.  It’s the 
national capitol and the Constitution says that those people cannot have any 
representatives in government.  It doesn’t include them in as having representatives in 
government, so you’re absolutely right, because their license plates say “no taxation 
without representation.”  Well, they get taxed but they don’t have any representatives.  
Remember how we said earlier that democracy oftentimes isn’t perfect, but you’re 
absolutely right.  There are people in Washington, D.C. who are pointing to human 
rights efforts and saying wait a second, we have to pay taxes but we don’t have any 
representation and it’s in our Constitution, why are we being—  It’s very controversial, 
but that is an oversight in our Constitution that we not have addressed and as Americans, 
we can sometimes turn a blind eye towards something and just kind of ignore it and 
we’ve ignored that for years but the license plate lets you know what’s going on. 
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__________: __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  That’s a very good question.  It’s still happening.  It wasn’t perfect.  Yes.  

You had to own land.  You had to be a property owner and it was the more property you 
had, the more influential you were.  Well, we have gone through several different steps 
to get to what we call universal suffrage.  Do you have that term in Sri Lanka?  You give 
everybody the vote.  What’s the voting age in Sri Lanka?  18.  Okay, you give 
everybody—  Well, America didn’t give women the vote until 1917.  African Americans 
were given the vote in 1866, 1865, right after the Civil War, but there were impediments.  
There were challenges that were put up in front of them and a lot of those impediments 
weren’t lifted until the 1950s or the 1960s, so you’re absolutely right.  There were 
elections but they weren’t elections where everybody could vote, universal suffrage, like 
they can today.   

 
Today, because of court cases, because of legislation, because of public policy, 

because of the public’s awareness, now you can pretty much say that anybody that wants 
to vote in the United States that’s qualified, that’s over the age of 18, can vote, but it has 
been an imperfect system for almost 400 years but we’re getting there.  Give us another 
400.   

 
__________: __________ 
 
CHIP MANN:  Well, we don’t claim to be perfect.  We claim to strive to better ourselves, 

but we’re certainly not perfect.  We do have poor people.  We do have homeless people.  
You will drive through some parts of America that are depressing where people are not 
taken care of and have not achieved the American dream.  The reasons for that are 
complicated.  Some of them are historical in the sense of you will sometimes see black 
communities that are depressed and that comes from the fact that there were policies in 
place 50 years ago where those people were not given the full education, were not given 
the right to vote, were not given the right to own businesses, those kinds of things.  And 
it’s kind of an historical affect of that, but also America has a tension between being able 
to achieve and not necessarily sharing with others who need that in the sense of setting 
up government systems that address this.  We’re a very generous people in that we do 
have a lot of NGOs that give to poor people and homeless people, but sometimes we just 
still tend to overlook them and the government doesn’t address it on certain occasions 
and the NGOs don’t address it, so once again, this is a very prosperous country but we 
still have poor people and that is one of the big challenges that we still face is how do 
you deal with it, because like I said, there’s that tension where they don’t want to—  
They don’t just want to give somebody something.  They want them to earn it, so it’s 
kind of we want to help you get back on your feet and deal with these issues but we’re 
not going to help you for the rest of your life, so whether that’s good or bad, it would be 
interesting for you all to offer your insights because when I read your responses, I could 
sense that there was this—  You are interested in the fact that we try so hard to be a 
success but you also are good about pointing out the fact that sometimes we don’t live 
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up to that and so we will admit that we don’t—  that sometimes we don’t live up to that.  
[end of recording] 
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