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“The Declaration of Independence and American Principles” 
 

__________:  . . . U.S. Secretary of State, Lawrence Eagleburger and if you’re not totally 
familiar with who the Secretary of State is, the current Secretary of State is Hillary 
Clinton.  The last one was Condoleezza Rice, so this is a very important man we have 
here.  We’re quite fortunate to have him and there are only—  Well, there aren’t that 
many Secretaries of State, so— 

 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  We die off fast. 
 
__________:  It’s a pleasure to have him with us.  He worked in Foreign Service for most his 

career.  He served under President George H.W. Bush, Ronald Reagan, Jimmy Carter, 
Richard Nixon.  He has seen a lot of important events and it is really an honor to have 
him with us here today. 

 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  Now, that’s enough. 
 
__________:   Okay.  Thank you very much.  I have to give one more thing.  He is a member 

of the Iraq Study Group at the U.S. Institute for Peace where you just were, so ladies and 
gentlemen, Secretary Lawrence Eagleburger. 

 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  Thank you.  I want to start by referring back to some 

things that we were discussing at the end of the last hour or whatever and make a couple 
of points and I’m supposed to be talking about the Declaration of Independence and I’ll 
try to do that at some point in this process, but one of the things I think you will discover 
as you travel around this country is that when I say “we,” I mean Americans wherever 
they are.  You will find that they, first of all, that they tend to be excessively proud 
sometimes and they probably lecture foreigners on the great wisdom of our system and 
so forth.  You’ll find that and don’t let it bother you.  Some people don’t have anything 
else to do during the day, but there is some of that.  And then you will find at the same 
time, and this is basically something that has come into this country with the Vietnam 
War as a matter of fact, and that is you will also find that we are excessively willing to 
apologize for things we do.  I shouldn’t have said excessively, but there is now in this 
country we often apologize for things that we did and partly, this is a consequence, as I 
say, of having done some things that led to some really serious criticism abroad outside 
the U.S. and partly it is simply a question of apologizing because we have lost some of 
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that sense that I was referring to earlier, namely the pride in our country, the pride in our 
system.   

 
There’s a tension here now that it used to be that Americans thought that we were 

too good for the world and now often finds that it is Americans that we aren’t good 
enough for the world because of the things like Vietnam and so forth.  Now, none of this 
has anything to do with the Declaration of Independence so let me—  But I did want to 
indicate this coming out of the last discussion. 

 
So, let me discuss the Declaration of Independence for a few minutes so that people 

may hire me again to come here and do something.  By the way, just to show you—this 
little book which I’ll try to find for you, has both the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution in it.  There aren’t very many countries that could put their Constitution 
in a book of this size, but we seem to have accomplished it and the Constitution is for 
somebody else to discuss.  Have you had a chance to read anything, including the 
Declaration itself?  Have you had a chance to read it?  You have.  I know, but the 
question isn’t whether they received it; the question is whether they’ve read it and now 
I’m getting back to the school teacher in me.  I don’t want to have to go through it page 
by page and word by word.  I want to talk about it briefly, but if you haven’t read it yet, I 
would suggest when you have a chance to do so, and you heard in the previous 
discussion much of the history that led up to this, although it’s much more complicated, 
but there’s not time to go through it all other than to say that the irritation with the 
British got more and more intense and by the way, the British had some justification, 
they thought, for some of the impositions they made on us in terms of tax increases and 
so forth, because they felt they had befriended us against the French and Indians in that 
war that was talked about and that, damn it, it was time for these Americans colonists to 
pay back some of what they had spent in defending us.   

 
Now, we wouldn’t quite agree with them on all that, but it was in fact probably—  

Probably it was the taxation issues as much as anything that finally broke the camel’s 
back, if I may, and led to our Declaration of Independence which was, and please 
remember this as well, this document, while it is terribly important in our history, is the 
first of a series of documents not the least of which is the Constitution all of which put 
together gives you some sense of the early thinking in this country about what we were, 
where we should go and what the basic ingredients of our democracy could be and 
several points I would make.   

 
The first part of this Declaration lists in fact not their grievances which come later in 

the document, but rather sets out the more or less what it was we believed were our 
rights, what these rights were, how they should be treated and as I said briefly before, as 
we went through all of this and what this document, first of all, we were terribly lucky 
because we had some really extremely articulate and thoughtful people who were 
involved in this whole question of developing the Declaration and in fact, on the whole 
question of our independence.  Jefferson wrote most of this.  We had Benjamin Franklin.  
I could go through a long list of names, but it was a remarkable generation.  Let’s put it 
that way, with some really deep thinkers and several of whom as time went on became 

 2



presidents of the United States.  That includes Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, 
just as two, but my point is there was a remarkable generation here that when they sat 
down to write things like this document, it flowed.  It was well written and it also  
thoughtful document and when this document declares our rights as it lays out, it comes 
from—  these ideas come from a number of different things including in Europe there 
was developed in the 17th and 18th century some thinking along the lines of what appears 
in this Declaration.   

 
They were called—  What was the generation called or what were the people called?  

I have at written down somewhere but now I can’t find it, but the point is much of this 
came out of European thinking, some European thoughtful people along the lines of 
Voltaire and people like this and Thomas Paine although he was later, but the point is 
John Locke is probably the best known of them in terms of what he thought and how that 
translated itself into the Declaration of Independence.  When this was written and to the 
long history of this country but certainly during this time there was this dirty secret—
slavery—and when we talk about all men are created equal, there were a number of 
slaves down there on the plantation would say how the hell they’d come to this, we’re 
not equal, and in fact that when the Declaration was written and when the Constitution 
was written, those who thought that this was a proper approach to life, that these ideas 
[were in there], had to bow to the slave holders in the slave states in terms of never 
mentioning the subject and in the Constitution itself as you will finally talk about that, 
they even demanded special rights for the slave states in terms of representation. 

 
So, these Americans that began this whole process of thinking along the lines of this 

Declaration and where they say all men are created equal and they meant it, that they 
didn’t mean it as far as slavery was concerned or many of them.  Or at least they ignored 
it and certainly in the period of time from when the Declaration was written and the 
Revolution and the Constitution was written, there is this long period where we 
professed, in fact did believe if you were white, did believe in what this Declaration said, 
they either ignored it or were embarrassed by or didn’t care about the fact that it did not 
apply to slave-holding states.  As time runs out and I’m getting away from the 
Declaration but I have to I think in terms of going to describe what was going on, as time 
when on, there became more and more antagonism in the north, particularly about the 
slave issue and we ended up with the Civil War. 

 
__________:  __________ 
 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  Women—  Well, I should’ve come to that.  Let me go 

on and this is way off the Declaration but the point is several things.  First of all, as far as 
this Declaration is concerned that all men are created equal and I’ll come back to that in a 
moment to try to go on a little bit from that, but, yes, there were slaves that were not 
included.  The Indians were not included and, in fact, they were shocked many times.  
They moved them out and women were not included and of those three peoples, the issue 
of women was the last addressed as was indicated in the last discussion and it was an 
issue that was only addressed because women finally organized themselves in the early 
days of the 20th century, organized themselves—  the 18th century and the beginning of 
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the 19th century, organized themselves to the point where they were out in the streets 
demonstrating and so forth and finally they forced a change in the Constitution and 
politicians finally recognized that women were of a significant element and by God, they 
were going to cut our throats if we don’t do something about it.  I never understood, by 
the way, why it was that women didn’t take their husbands to task a long time before this 
and threaten them with all sorts of things from cutting their throats to not fixing their 
breakfast if they didn’t change the system, but, again, I’m sorry, I’m way off and I 
apologize for all of that. 

 
But I come back—  If there’s any constant issue in the history of the United States, 

it is to interpret that issue, that statement—all men are created equal.  And how you 
demonstrate and how you prove it, what does it mean.  That issue has run through the 
whole history of this country and we’re in the midst of it now where as I say for the first 
time in our history and I think it is a significant thing, for the first time in our history, we 
have elected a black person president of the United States.  Now, I have to tell you I’m a 
Republican and I didn’t vote for him and I didn’t want him and I worked for McCain, 
but the fact of the matter is, it is something that I am proud about in terms of talking 
about my country because it has demonstrated that we have a taken a change, we have 
taken a step which throughout our history you would have said could not happen and I 
will tell you before the election, it was an open question in my mind as to whether in fact 
because Obama was black, whether in fact that would work against him to the point that 
he wouldn’t be elected.   

 
Now, it was an overwhelming victory for Obama.  Part of this may have been or 

certainly was a consequence of the economic travail that we’ve created for ourselves and 
we stupidly did things with mortgages and so forth that we now have to pay the price for 
it.  They may have made some difference, but fundamentally, as I said, this issue has 
bothered us.  As I say, the Civil War has constantly been a question in our society over 
what to do about it, that is, are we all equal and how do you interpret that.   

 
Let me now talk very briefly, because to me, once you read this Declaration you 

will pretty much understand yourselves what was into it, but it really divides it into two 
pieces:  the first is of the Declaration of Independence is the description of the rights that 
the writers of the Declaration believed are ours.  The rights are described and it is only 
after that that they talk about government and what a government should do and 
government is derived from the consent of the people and what’s being said there in the 
Declaration is that government is there to serve the people, government is there to 
protect the rights of the people which are always [earlier] described and remember then 
that in this case, uniquely really, at least at this time in world history, this Declaration is 
saying the rights are important and it is only after you understand what the rights are that 
you then turn to government and what it should be and if nothing else, its principle 
purpose is to protect those rights which were already described, so uniquely, I think, it is 
not that government—the Declaration is saying—not that government is put in place and 
then you discuss the rights that will come from that government, but rather than 
government is only put in place after you understand what the rights are that are put into 
this Declaration and the government is there to serve the people and it’s to protect the 
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rights and it is to be under the—  with the consent of the governed, to come back to this, 
the consent of the governed.   

 
As you go through this Declaration, there’re several things to keep in mind.  First of 

all, as I say, all men are created equal.  You have to start with that and that is a unique 
thinking, certainly unique thinking at the time and let me in fact jump ahead for a 
minute.  During the period right before the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln was running 
against Stephen Douglas to be senator from Illinois and they had a series of debates 
which in terms of American history are probably amongst the most startling in terms of 
the way in which those two men, both of whom were eloquent and both of whom were 
very good thinkers, debated between the two of them a real issue in this country at the 
time and that was what does created equal mean and Stephen Douglas said this country 
was created by whites and it is for whites and it’s those people who are created equal.  
And Abraham Lincoln answered by saying that’s nonsense, that’s not right, that this 
country was created with the idea of all men being created equal applying to all men and 
obviously not women were defined but the point is that this question of the rights of 
man—   

 
Lincoln was saying this is not simply a new invention for white people.  This 

declaration and everything we’ve done since and he referred back to the Declaration of 
Independence and said all men are created equal.  It does not simply say all white men 
created equal.  What Lincoln was saying is that document should apply to everybody, 
everyone and it was in that context that Lincoln was arguing the issue of slavery and, by 
the way, Lincoln was in a very difficult—  I don’t know why I’m jumping ahead like 
this.  I apologize but let me simply say Lincoln was trying to find some way to deal with 
the issue of slavery and maintain a peaceful country.  Once he was elected president, the 
south immediately began to leave the Union and it was very clear that slavery was only 
going to be dealt with if it was dealt with through the use of force.  Now, I’ll go back to 
my Declaration of Independence. 

 
The second half of that Declaration talks about government and what government 

should do, what it should be, but it does it in the context again of governments are 
instituted by the consent of the people and they are there to defend the rights of the 
people.   

 
I’ve looked at my notes here and I’m afraid I’ve just about run out of gas unless you 

want me to—  I would far rather take questions.  I’ve said everything I think I need to 
say unless you want go into detail on the Declaration.  My suggestions is if you haven’t 
read this, the Declaration, you should read it rather than being bored to tears by my 
going through it and telling you what it says about government and what it says about 
people.  I think I have said the critical questions about this Declaration and it is unique in 
history at the time and that gets me back to saying a lot of Americas are going to tell you 
we invented all of this and in part, we did invent it, part of it, but the fact of the matter is 
while we invented some of it, an interesting thing about American history and this 
Declaration and everything else is, what’s said here was not the facts on the ground at 
the time.  And, indeed, what we said here has been—   
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It’s taken us 200 years since that was said to try to put meat on the bones of what 

was said and to make it honest and in fact, when we said in the Declaration that all men 
are created equal, that we have tried over that period of time and with many failures and 
with a lot of blood on the ground, we have tried very hard to make that a reality and 
that’s I think one of the critical questions of American history is that attempt to make 
this thing a reality and that’s taken us, as I said, 200 years and lots of struggle and we’re 
not there yet but in the history of this country at least I think what is best to say is that 
that Declaration was a roadmap for us and I don’t think they realized it at the time, but 
it’s been a roadmap for us ever since and we’ve tried very hard in many ways, including 
the Constitution and any number of laws and so forth to make the reality out of this, but 
it was a roadmap for us for the next 200 years and we will continue to do to try to find 
ways to in fact make what we have said in this Declaration meaningful and to make it a 
reality.   

 
And we have not yet succeeded by any means completely but the one thing I will 

say and I say this—if there’s any question about whether in fact this document is 
something that we American people care about though I wouldn’t suspect that if you 
went out here and asked somebody what the Declaration of Independence, 1 out of 10 
may be able to tell you what it is, but the fact of the matter is that election last year was 
another demonstration of the desire of the American people to put this into reality in 
every sense.  Not that very many Americans who walked into that polling booth and 
pulled the lever were thinking about it in those terms, but the fact of the matter is one of 
the most difficult items for the American people to deal with—the issue of race—was in 
one sense if in no other, was finally answered when we elected a president who was in 
fact—  Well, he [00:23:31 / wasn’t] black and he was not __________, the majority 
racial distinction in this country which was still white and the fact that we could do that 
after this many years of our history and the fact that when we started this country, they 
were slaves, I consider that to be, if nothing else, __________.  I consider this election to 
demonstrate if nothing else that there is reality to this Declaration of Independence when 
it talks about our rights.   

 
I’d rather stop here and answer questions, not just about this Declaration but about 

anything you want to ask me as long as I know the answer which may mean that all of 
your questions I won’t be able to answer but I’ll try so I would rather do it this way 
unless somebody objects.  I can go on and read it to you if you want.  I just don’t think 
that’s the point.  The point I’ve made is all men are created equal and then it goes on to 
with our other rights, but they come not from anybody else—this is a point I should’ve 
made—but they come from a God, a nature’s god they describe it, the point being here 
there were a number of people in terms of writing the Declaration and, indeed, in terms 
of Americans at the time who were believers.  They were Christians but they weren’t 
quite—  There was a difference in the sense that they felt—  They weren’t sure where 
this God was but he was, if nothing else, nature’s god but it was some divine presence 
somewhere that created these rights and they were not created by man; they were created 
by God which made it even more important that they be followed and it also made it 
more important in the sense that no human body would eliminate them because they 
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were not theirs to eliminate.  They were God’s.  That’s another thing that’s in this 
Declaration that’s important, but the fundamental point is created equal and then 
government is there to protect those rights and to protect—  And it’s only there at the 
consent of the governed.   

 
Now, I’m going to shut up and see if there’re any questions you want or if my 

brilliant [00:26:09 / __________] here today has answered all of them so you don’t have 
any and if you don’t have any, I’m going to be very embarrassed because I think there’s 
a lot of time left which I should be talking to you if for no other reason than he said I 
should.  Come on now, let’s go, and it’s not just about this Declaration.   

 
__________: __________ 
 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  Well, unfortunately, not those of the present 

administration.  The foreign policy of the United States [00:27:12 / __________] the 
Declaration of Independence, thank goodness.  We’ve got a question about something I 
would like to talk about.  Is that the only question or is there another one?   I’ll try to get 
them all— 

 
__________: __________ 
 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER: And South Asia?  All right.  First of all, let me in fact go 

to the second part of that first.  Traditionally in this country, until certainly the 20th 
century and maybe the First World War, we were an isolationist nation.  We didn’t want 
anything to do with the rest of the world.  We were afraid [they would pollute us].  And 
much more important than this, but we still had a continent in development and so instead 
of looking abroad for our—  We obviously had a foreign policy and I’ll talk about that in 
a minute, but fundamentally, up until the First World War, we were developing this 
continent and we didn’t have much time or energy or thought for most of what was going 
on abroad and, indeed, as I say, one of the concerns was that those nasty nations out there 
would pollute us if we weren’t careful and very restrictive in how we dealt with them.   

 
When that began—  Well, it really began to change with the Spanish American War 

in which we took this pro-Spanish empire that was already ready to collapse and went to 
[00:29:14 / __________] with them and ended up basically won independence for Cuba 
and so forth, but it was only really the First World War which dragged us—  which we 
were dragged into that made us begin to change our attitudes towards the rest of the 
world. 

 
Now, our foreign policy until recently, let’s say from here through the Second 

World War, our foreign policy was largely seen as—  It first began, but let’s not forget, 
it was in the middle of a Depression, so even there we were careful about what we 
agreed to do and what we did, but we at least began to think about the rest of the world 
and certainly drawn into the Second World War which Franklin Roosevelt wanted us in, 
but because of this isolationist tradition, he had to deal with getting us into that war in 
very careful terms and by the way, I think he was absolutely right to do so.  I’m not 
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criticizing him, but the American people until Pearl Harbor and the attack on us at Pearl 
Harbor, the American people didn’t want to get into that war, most of [them], although 
there was beginning to be recognition that the Allies, the British, for instance, had to be 
supported.  If Hitler won that war, God help us all, so the Second World War led us to 
really become engaged in world affairs and because we were so powerful after that war 
and were so rich, in fact, after that war, we became much more directly involved, 
particularly in trade issues and so forth.   

 
Now, I don’t want to spend a lot of time on our foreign policy because that’s 

somebody else I guess, but in answer to your question in terms of where we are now, we 
are at a very difficult point for ourselves and indeed because of that, for the rest of the 
world in the sense that what we do, whether we like it or not, very often has an impact 
on the rest of the world and we are torn now—  And the Iraq war really separated us into 
two different camps, if I may, and in fact, very much the American people as time went 
on are more and more opposed to that war and what I’m trying to get at here is a 
different issue than the Iraq war.  It is that Obama apparently and we’ll see more as time 
goes on, but apparently has a very different view of what to do in this world and what 
traditions to accept in this world than has been the case in most of the governments no 
matter which party and it’s going to be very interesting to see what he does. 

 
Now, I have to say that in looking at his foreign policy I have to be careful because 

it’s going to be dominated by the economic conditions at home and that means that he 
may well not do some things that if he had an opportunity under better circumstances he 
would do, because in effect, I think what Obama is saying is this country must be less 
involved abroad than we have been, certainly less involved in terms of the use of 
military power and we ought to be trying to reconcile ourselves with those countries that 
until now where the previous administration at least have been enemies—Iran is one, a 
very critical one, in terms of what we do with it.  He also I think wants to speak with the 
Israeli Palestinian issue [00:33:26 / __________] support for the Palestinian’s point of 
view and trying to push the Israelis to some concessions.  That I think remains to be 
seen.  To some degree, I’m predicting what I think he will do based on what he said in 
the campaign so far, but my point may be fundamentally I think we Americans at this 
point with this election are going to be seeing some real challenges to much of the 
givens that we had used in our foreign policy for many many years and I’m saying 
certainly less intervention in military matters, but at the same time, and this to me at 
least is worrisome—he’s argued against the very open trade with—  the trade posture 
that the United States has had for some time.  We have been very much in favor of open 
trade and trying to break down international barriers.   

 
He has argued, at least in the campaign, that he is much opposed to this approach 

and he’s also I think going to be driven in that direction by some of the most important 
political allies in this country, namely the labor unions, who feel that cheap foreign labor 
is what’s given us so many problems.  I could go on with all of this, but you asked the 
question; all I can really say at this stage is I think the likelihood is that we’re going to 
be less involved in world issues, some of them at least, than has been the case, and 
certainly in those areas where intervention has been the case, although how he’s going to 
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do it in the Iraq case, for example, where during the campaigning he argued very 
strenuously that we shouldn’t be there, we should get out, but now that he’s in office, 
he’s realized, I think, that’s a little bit more difficult than he thought it would be and 
indeed he has increased troops levels in Afghanistan.   

 
Let me end this by saying if we, the American people, the Americans have a real 

challenge before us now in the next four years that he’s president, it is going to be how 
do you deal now with so many of these issues linked to the Middle East in different ways 
than we have done in the past and that means sitting down with the Iranians, negotiating 
with them and are there possibilities that we can do things for them and they for us, 
some things that will lead to a different relationship and so forth.  I could go on here 
now, but my point is where in the past administrations we have refused to talk to the 
Iranians, for example, now we are actively looking for ways in which to talk to them.   

 
The relationship with Russia is going to be different I think and the issue for me at 

least, a very interesting one, is China and in my view, if there is any relationship that the 
United States needs to guard and do what we can to improve in the course of the next 
decade, it is the relationship between ourselves and China.  Now, that is an issue which I 
am a minority on.  There’s a strong view here that the Chinese are still communists and 
they still are ready to take our wallet from our pocket if they get a chance and there are a 
number of people, a very large number of people in this country politically are very 
much opposed to improved relationships with China, but—   

 
And I’ve wandered on here, but my point is you asked the question which was the 

only way I could defend myself, but the point is I think there is going to be—  We are 
entering into a period where we aren’t quite sure what we want and I’m going to say 
“we”—I really mean the administration and after all, they were elected to do this, but I 
think there is still some really serious question going on as to whether in fact—  how, in 
fact, they should change, what they should change, and I’m not at all sure that at this 
stage I could tell you where it’s going to come out.  I’m not sure that the president could, 
but we are in a period of change and perhaps substantial change is very much there.  I’m 
sorry.  I took too long on that. 

 
__________: __________ 
 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  Thank God the writers of the Constitution allowed us to 

make changes through amendments.   
 

__________: __________ 
 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  Let me interrupt you there to say that there is no basis 

on which President Lincoln—  There’s no legal basis on which President Lincoln could 
have said—  I’ll reverse it.  The states that seceded from the Union could make an 
argument that having come in, they could leave when they wanted and President Lincoln 
in effect what he said, no, once you’re in, you’re in and enforced it with the military, but 

 9



the fact of the matter is it’s not clear anywhere that once they were in, they had to stay.  
That’s just a little thing about history, but Lincoln made it clear.   

 
__________: __________ 
 
LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER:  There’s no way I can answer that.  Look, no. 1, in trying 

to understand the United States and the Constitution, you must start with a number of 
points.  No. 1—this country is a continental country.  The people who live in California 
do not necessarily care a hell of a lot [in common] with the people who live in New York.  
There’re a lot of things that are going to make them different and it becomes therefore a 
very difficult issue to keep a country this size together and this Constitution, amazingly to 
me, at least, has done that and it’s done it because has been able to change.  We’ve been 
able to make amendments which have in fact produced good results in almost every case.   

 
The only amendment which was later retracted because it made such a mess of 

things was Prohibition.  We’ve amended the Constitution to say you couldn’t drink.  
[There was] no longer alcohol and all that did was create the speakeasies in Chicago 
where people would—  They drank more when the Prohibition was on than they had 
beforehand, just to show everybody they could do it, so we had to go back and have 
another amendment which canceled that one.  Aside from that, which was a stupidity 
driven by a very vocal small group of people who did not believe in drinking and a very 
small group, believe me, but the fact of the matter is with that exception, this 
Constitution has worked very well.   

 
Now, I don’t know that you can transfer that from here to the case of Sri Lanka or 

any other—  There’s a fundamental difference between this country and any other ones 
you’re talking about and certainly it’s also with Sri Lanka and that is this country was 
made by people who came here, not by people who were born here, I mean, in the 
beginning.  And for some period of time, this country was made by people who came 
because they didn’t like the mess that they were living in back home whatever it may 
have been and as a consequence of that, and I don’t want to overdo this, but as a 
consequence of that, you never—not never—but most of the times in the United States, 
we haven’t been faced with the kind of ingrown differences between the [00:45:00 / 
__________] and all the—  Well, you would know better than I, but the different groups 
in Sri Lanka who have for years lived in disagreement with each other and where it’s 
homegrown.  In our case, because people are coming in from outside, they didn’t come 
here with all of these antagonisms that had existed before.   

 
Now, I can’t say that about everything, but I can tell you that in general, except for 

issues like slavery and so forth where there’s a common, a very definite common 
interest, by and large, these people coming to the United States did not bring with them 
their prejudices against you name it.  Now, there were problems against Catholics, yes.  
Those have largely disappeared, but I cannot tell you that I think the experiences that we 
have had and the way in which we’ve developed our Constitution and so forth is what 
you ought to do.  There are some things I think you can learn from this if you’re willing 
and they basically go to those rights I was talking about and if you can bring yourselves 
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[00:46:21 / __________] Sri Lanka the various groups to bring themselves to say all 
men are created equal and mean it and go through some of those rights that were 
described here.  Then I think you can have a system that you make up on your own.  The 
issue basically is back to this point:  is government created and then you go from 
government and they will tell you what your rights are or is the issue the rights are there, 
now we’re going to put together a government which will do what it can to protect those 
rights and protect its citizens with those rights and until you get something like—   

 
And it doesn’t have to look like this one, like ours at all.  The issue isn’t what it 

looks like.  The issue is what’s at the fundamental basis and in Sri Lanka, for me, the 
issue becomes one of—  It’s so hard because once you start shooting at each other in 
your own country and we did it once and 600,000 Americans died because of it and one 
part of this country was poverty stricken for a century because of it, if that’s the way in 
which you decide you’re going to have to deal with people with differences of view or 
religion or whatever and if that’s been the case for decades and centuries, I don’t think 
you can wipe those things off your history very easily and the only way you can do it, I 
think—  No, that’s not the way to put it.  It’s not the only way you can do it.  There may 
be 16 ways you can do it, but the one that appears to me to be the most likely to succeed 
is recognizing that men and women are created equal.  I don’t care what their 
background and start from that and until you can get near that or can create a system 
where these people are protected, I think you have a hell of a problem as does anybody 
else in this world who is trying to—    

 
For instance, I do not believe that there is a solution to the Israeli Palestinian issue 

because neither side is prepared to compromise where it’s important.  Now, until you’ve 
got a situation in which people are prepared to compromise, I’m not at all sure I know 
how you solve a problem and the only way you can figure out how to solve that problem 
is you’ve got to sit down around the table and talk to each other when it’s possible, that 
is, and work out those differences, but all I guess I’m trying to say is don’t say, well, a 
lot of Americans will tell you take our system and everything’ll be fine.  What you can 
do is take the rights that are described here and work with them and I don’t care what 
structure you have in the meantime, I do care, but whether you believe that these people 
who you’re hated for decades or centuries ought to have a bayonet stuck in their gut or 
shot or whether it’s time to sit down at a table with them and talk.  Now, it may be that 
the other side isn’t willing to talk and that’s often the case and until you can get people 
willing to talk, I’m not at all sure I know how to answer the question.  May I end with 
that very pleasant and optimistic note?  [applause]  

 
I hope you have a pleasant time in this country.  I think we have some things to 

offer, but I also think you have things to offer us and it would be very useful if in fact 
instead of us lecturing you all the time, I’d love to sit down and have you tell us what 
goes on in your country and what you think of your experiences and how they can help 
us do our business so if you get a chance, I’d love to have you come back and have you 
people sit around me and tell me what I’ve done wrong and what this country has done 
wrong and what you can offer in the way of advice because you have just as much to say 
to us as we have to say to you, okay?  [end of recording] 
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